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Who these DOT screening requirements 
apply to:

Employers subject to DOT regulations must complete certain screenings before performing safety-

sensitive functions.

Covered Employers

Transportation employers 

covered by DOT modal 

agency rules requiring 

background screening for 

specific workers.

Safety-Sensitive 
Employees

Employees whose duties 

could directly affect 

transportation safety, 

security, or public trust.

Service Agents

While third-party 

providers can assist with 

background screening, 

the employer is ultimately 

accountable for 

compliance.

Use the "Am I Covered?" tool at transportation.gov/odapc to confirm your coverage obligation.
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https://www.transportation.gov/odapc/am-i-covered#no-back


Each DOT Agency has different 
background screening requirements.

Use the Table of Contents below to navigate to your agency's requirements.

Table of contents

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA)

Pipeline & Hadzardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)

Federal Transportation Administration (FTA)

Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)

United States Coast Guard (USCG)

Background Screening Requirements at a Glance

Sources
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-382


https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-192
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-193
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-195


https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-G/part-120
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-G/part-120
https://www.transportation.gov/odapc/part40/40-25
https://www.transportation.gov/odapc/part40/40-25




https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-II/part-219
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-II/part-219




Background Screening Requirements at a 
Glance

Summary of key background screening requirements across the six DOT modal agencies. All agencies also 

require written employee consent before any background investigation begins.

Agency Key Background Checks Required

FMCSA Clearinghouse query, MVR (3 yrs), employment verification (3 yrs), DOT 

physical

FAA Drug & Alcohol History Check

FTA Drug & Alcohol History Check

FRA Drug & Alcohol History Check

PHMSA Drug & Alcohol History Check, MVR

USCG Drug & Alcohol History Check

Written employee consent is required before any background investigation begins. Verify 

agency-specific procedures and any additional state or employer requirements before hiring or 

assignment.
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